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REMARKS 

The Notice of Allowability mailed March 22, 2004, has been reviewed and the 
comments of the Patent and Trademark Office have been considered. Prior to this paper, 
claims 5-20 were pending in the present application. By this paper, Applicants add 
claims 21-25 and do not cancel any claims. Therefore, claims 6-25 are now pending in the 
present application. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the present application continues to remain in 
condition for allowance for the reasons that follow. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants thank Examiner Wilkins for allowing claims 6-20. 



Interview of March 04, 2004 

Examiner Wilkins is thanked for extending the courtesy of an interview to Applicants' 
representative on March 04, 2004, where it was agreed that since Takemura expressly teaches 
that the amount of retained austenite at the surface must be 25-45% to prevent damage due to 
foreign matter, Takemura teaches away from the present invention. 

During that interview, it was further agreed that previously pending apparatus claims, 
claims 1-5 (now presented as new claims 21-25 as discussed below) would also be allowable 
for at least the same reason. 
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New Claims 

As seen above, Applicants have added new claims 21-25. These claims are the same 
as previously pending claims 1-5 at the time that those claims were cancelled. Applicants 
respectfully submit that these apparatus claims are allowable for at least the same reason that 
make the method claims allowable, as was agreed in the interview of March 04, 2004. Entry 
of the above new claims and allowance is respectfully requested. 



Conclusion 

Applicants believe that the present application is in condition for allowance, and 
favorable reconsideration is requested. 

If Applicants have not accounted for any fees required by this Amendment, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to Deposit Account No. 19-0741. If Applicants 
have not accounted for a required extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136, that extension is 
requested and the corresponding fee should be charged to our Deposit Account. 
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Examiner Wilkins is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 



FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Washington Harbour 
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20007-5143 
Telephone: (202) 295-4747 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 
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